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Meeting Schedule 
2021-2022 Book of the Year:  

American Notes 
Meetings, free and open to all admirers of Charles 
Dickens, begin at 7:00 pm unless otherwise noted.  
 

Thurs. May 5, 7:15 pm. (1st Thursday of May) 
Richmond Heights County Library, Rm. B. 
449 Richmond Rd.  Note this is a new library, set 
back from the road behind the high school, very 
near the northeast corner of Highland and 
Richmond Roads.    
     American Notes finale: Roger Jerome travels 
     from Columbus to give us a unique look at 
     Dickens in Ohio. Roger combines his research 
     with firsthand information. 
 

Thurs. June 9, Noon. We commemorate the day of  
     Dickens’s death with our annual get together, 
     this year, like last, a picnic at Euclid Creek   
     Park, the Rear Quarry pavilion.  Find map in 
     June etwist. 
      
International Conference, July 14 -18, Haarlem, 
Netherlands.  Check the conference website for 
latest news on this. 
https://www.dickensfellowshipconference2022.nl/i
ndex.html  
 
 
Watch the etwist for the August planning meeting. 

Book of the Year for 2022-2023: 
Martin Chuzzlewit 

www.clevelanddickensfellowship.org 
Find us on Facebook. 
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Dickens and early photography* 
Louis Daguerre and Englishman William Fox 
Talbot both announced in 1839 a new process for 
fixing images.  By then CD had produced 
Sketches, Pickwick, Oliver Twist and Nicholas 
Nickleby, so he was a celebrity ripe for the 
picking.  Too bad he hated that first experience 
enough to warn his friend Angela Burdett Coutts: 
“If anyone should entreat you to…have a 
Photographic Likeness done--don’t be prevailed upon, 
on any terms.”   
Sometime around 1849–1852, the daguerreotypes 
above changed his opinion.  Or maybe he bowed 
to progress.  After all, he liked his stereoscope. 
George Eliot: “We have just got a photograph of 
Dickens, taken [ca. 1849]—satisfactory refutation of 
that keepsakey, impossible face which Maclise 
[portrait painter] gave him and which has been 
engraved for the Life [Forster] in all its odious 
beautification.  This photograph is the young Dickens, 
corresponding to the older Dickens whom I knew.” 
 

*Facts and slants taken from The Dickensian, Winter, 2021.  
Michael Steele’s ‘“The little piece of business between the 
Sun and myself’: Dickens’s Early Experiences with 
Photography”  

  



 
 

   Merchandising Dickens 
Most of us, like many generations of 
Dickens fans, have amassed objects to 
remind us of him and his characters. 
Not just books, but crockery—plates, 
Toby jugs, statuettes, and Dickens 
houses—games, puzzles, place mats, 
puppets, even action figures.  
Suppose he had been a celebrity in our 
day, an athlete or famous actor.  
Perhaps if, like them, he were offered 
franchises and sponsorships, and he’d 
skipped the reading tours, he would 
have lived longer and still been rich. 
Maybe a chain of Dickens’s oyster 
bars? Or what if he sponsored Charles 
Dickens Walking Shoes, “making it 
possible for customers to walk 4 miles 
an hour” as he did!      —K. S.    

A Twist of Dickens is published 
three times yearly by the 
Cleveland Dickens Fellowship. 
Coeditors: Beth Bliss, Kathleen 
Schuerger. 
For mail changes call Beth at 
216-533-0813, email her at 
ebliss1967@gmail.com, or write 
to her address on page 4. Articles 
may be emailed to 
k.schuerger@outlook.com 
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Above, left, Scrooge rag doll 
owned by Gretta Ryan, Dombey 
coffee tin (Charla Coatoam), 
Dickens houses from Carol 
(Kathy Broz), Osborne Ivorex, 
1934 (Charla Coatoam), CD 
action figure and finger puppet 
(K. Schuerger), and, from 
Christchurch, New Zealand, 
toasting fork (See inset of its 
Dickens head, purchased at 
Dickens Museum in 1986 by 
Vanessa Grenfell who kindly 
participated in this article.) 
Above, place mats with coaching 
scenes (K.Schuerger). 
Above, right, top, Beth Bliss’s 
collection (How did that Scottie 
dog get in there?), Marley game 
from Cheapass Games (Charla 
Coatoam), more Dickens 
houses, including Gad’s Hill, 
and various china objects 
(Kathy Broz).  
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Dickens focused his characters and plots on difficulties in British society. It’s 

hard to see that things have changed very much over there or here since 

Dickens’s age. 

Mark each issue listed below with a “V” for Dickens’s era or a “P” for the 

present. 

Since we started again at the chronological beginning of his work, we’ve 

studied the novels below.  See if you can match at least one to a social 

problem labelled “V”. 

Pickwick       Oliver Twist        Nicholas Nickleby       Old Curiosity Shop  

              Barnaby Rudge       Christmas Carol 

 

Issues (Label “V” or “P”): 

Hunger                   Domestic violence     Neglect of the mentally ill 

Crooked elections          Greed of the wealthy         Mob riots 

Addictions                Income inequality     Mistreated children 
(Answers at page bottom.) 

 

Do we need another biography?  Clever Robert Douglas-
Fairhurst devised a way to confine myriad life events in a 
manageable form. They radiate to and from year 1851, the year 
of The Great Exhibition, and include a lengthy critique of Bleak 
House, the novel CD was working out in 1851 and the one that 
Douglas-Fairhurst considers the pinnacle of his art.  
Dickens dealt with much more in 1851: micromanaging 
Household Words as it published many essays about events and 
sidelines on The Exhibition, micromanaging Urania House, a 
home for wayward women, along with Angela Burdett Coutts, 
who financed it, and on and on and on.  Manically busy. 
By 1851, all his children were born.  During that year, baby Dora 
died. 
Dickens’s stomping grounds, London, this author contends, 
contained many of the social justice problems of the age in one 
city: “…here the two nations of rich and poor could be found 
jostling each other in the same streets.”  Mayhew, author of 
London Labour and the London Poor, worked next to CD’s 
office on Wellington Street. They respected one another’s work. 
For Dickens, fact and fiction meshed. 
According to Douglas-Fairhurst, “What particularly unsettled 
him was the suspicion that the Crystal Palace was merely a giant 
glass bauble that would distract people’s attention from far more 
important matters such as political reform and social justice.”   
The Great Exhibition struck Dickens as being upside down.  
Dickens thought that, instead of high points of human progress, 

Britain should have put on display the 
low points, i.e., its many social ills. 
Dickens did that single-handedly in his 
novels.  
Robert Douglas-Fairhurst also discusses 
what CD thought of Bloomers (the 
extreme fashion of the day), Frederick 
Douglass, American slavery, China vs. 
Britain, his feud with Thackeray, the 
telegraph and other innovations displayed 
at the Exhibition–even Catherine’s 
cookbook, What Shall We Have For 
Dinner?         —K. S. 
 

Also by this Dickensian author: Becoming 
Dickens, the Invention of a Novelist. 
Check out his YouTube video: Where to Start 
with Charles Dickens. 
 

The Turning Point: 1851–A Year That Changed Charles Dickens and the World 

Quiz: All can be labelled V or P.  All novels deal with at least one issue. 
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 Dickens and Staplehurst by Gerald Dickens                
I never knew many details of what happened in the 
Staplehurst Rail Crash. I knew what I felt were the basics – 
he was with his girlfriend; the track was derailed and people 
were killed. He helped the injured, supported the dying, and 
went back into the car he was in to get his manuscript. 
This book clears it up! 
The book is well organized, and it begins with a short 
introduction of the life of Dickens and his relationship with 
Ellen Ternan. It continues with chapters about before, during, 
and after the accident and an adequate chapter of court 
proceedings. 
It discusses Dickens’s post-traumatic stress that followed him 
the last five years of his life.    
The end of the book includes The Signalman which was 
Dickens’s literary response to the accident. 
I really enjoyed learning from the book and highly 
recommend it.  —Beth Bliss 
Available on Amazon 
 

 

Picnic Thurs. June 9, noon, Euclid Creek Reservation, Rear Quarry Pavilion 

On the memorial of Dickens’s death, we’ll gather at Rear Quarry 
Picnic area at 12:00.  Paul Siedel will bring the deli tray.  Bring any 
goodies you want to share (and your mask, just in case). Lavs and 
parking nearby. 
Find Metroparks Euclid Creek Reservation off Green Rd. (1/2 way 
around War Memorial) or off Highland Rd. about 500 feet south of 
Euclid Ave.  Beth will post a few signs to guide you to the shelter. 
Watch the etwist near the end of May for a map.  
Questions? Beth: (216) 533 0813 or email her: 
ebliss1967@gmail.com  
 

Gerald Dickens, 
author, actor, and 
great, great 
grandson.  
Below, Dickens 
helping at the scene. 
(Painting from the 
Dickens Museum.) 

 


